
Mapping the California 
Stormwater Opportunity

Gary Conley, Chief Scientist  2NDNATURE

Cabrillo College GIS Day, November 13 2019



www.2ndnaturewater.com



Water Down 

the Pipe



Stormwater is 
a problem



Impervious cover 

changes the way a 

landscape works



We already know 

the solutions



A green city is a 

healthy city



Modeling helps 
us know what to 

do where
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2 Million acre-feet available for infiltration

https://www.2ndnaturewater.com/esri/



Prioritize implementation

Communicate progress



* Data from Water Policy Center- Public Policy Institute of California

https://www.ppic.org/publication/water-use-in-california/

Urban water use = 

7 million ac-ft

Stormwater runoff = 

2 million ac-ft

29% of annual urban 

water needs can be met 

with stormwater runoff *



Stormwater is 
a solution



Habitat 

protection

Water supply 

resiliency
Community 

engagement

Open space 

creation



Questions ?


